
THE NEW JERSEY EARLY LAND RECORDS PROJECT 

NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT! 
 

The Genealogical Society of New Jersey (GSNJ), a not-for-profit educational organization devoted to 

historical records preservation and access, seeks to raise $30,000 in grants and corporate donations to 

support the completion of the New Jersey Early Land Records Project. This monumental endeavor will 

index over 80,000 New Jersey colonial and proprietary land instruments in a free, online database. The 

documents are found in over 60 collections held by the State Archives in Trenton, GSNJ’s project 

partner. They range from 17th-century land warrants, surveys, and patents preserved by the Provincial 

Secretary of New Jersey and the East and West New Jersey Proprietors, to pre-1785 deeds, mortgages, 

quitclaims, and other instruments recorded at the county and local level. 

In addition to building a comprehensive database, the Project entails ambitious digitization and 

conservation objectives as well. As an initial goal, digital images of the actual documents will be linked 

to their database entries for 15,000 items. These are high-quality PDF files which can be printed off or 

consulted online for in-depth research. 

To date, the following work has been completed through an initial round of grants and donations, 

including funding from the National Historical Publications and Records Commission: 

 52,000 records indexed 

 206,000 name entries 

 5,300 unique locations indexed 

 208,000 location entries 

 2,700 documents imaged and now available online 

 3 conservation projects completed (1677 Gloucester County Indian Deed, 1682 Dame Carteret 

Release, and 1681 Daniel Leeds Survey Book restored) 

Seed funding received in 2017 and the NHPRC grant have been used to complete basic index data 
(grantors/grantees, date, place, citation) for all of the known colonial and proprietary records at the 

State Archives, either in manuscript form or on microfilm. This work will be completed in early 2020. 

GSNJ now seeks funds to enable advanced data extraction and digitization for all records. 

Land documents are extremely rich in historical and genealogical data. They can contain: extensive 

land-title information; generations of family relationships; the names of neighboring landowners, 

obscure places, and watercourses; and references to proprietary and inheritance rights. Because 

surveys, deeds, and mortgages frequently were not publicly recorded during the colonial period, 

indexing every name and place will prove invaluable for genealogical and local history research, land-

use and historical mapping projects, archaeological and cultural-resource studies, and of course land-

title and surveying history. Many remarkable manuscripts have come to light during the course of the 

Project. This includes some exquisite works of art in the form of surveyors’ sketches (see reverse). 

We invite your tax-deductible support of this major endeavor. For more information and/or to make a 

donation, please visit the project website at: 

www.njlandrecords.org 

To search the State Archives’ Early Land Records Database, visit: 

https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/EarlyLandRecords.aspx  

http://www.njlandrecords.org/
https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/EarlyLandRecords.aspx


 
 

(above) From a recently “discovered,” i.e. unfolded, Burlington County survey to John Evens, 1799. 

 



     

 
 



(left) Conveyances by East Jersey’s proprietary governor Philip Carteret, 1679, 
as digitized and linked online from the Early Land Records database. 

 

(right) 1677 deed from Indian chiefs to proprietors of West New Jersey for present-day Gloucester County. 
This manuscript was recently restored by the Early Land Records Project. 


